
News Wri)ng 
COMM 2311 
M/W 9 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 
CM 156 
 
Syllabus 
 
Class Informa0on 
Required Text: AP Stylebook 2018 (or newer) 
Room: CM 156 | Levelland 
 
Instructor Informa0on 
Ka) Moody | CM 158 
kmoody@southplainscollege.edu 
 
Office Hours 
Monday & Wednesday: 2:30 p.m.  – 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday & Thursday: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Friday: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. or by appointment 
 
The best way to reach me will be via email. You can also set up a 7me to meet with me in-person 
during my office hours. Please send me an email to set up an appointment to ensure I am in my 
office. For all emails, please allow 24 hours for a response. If you email me on the weekend, I 
might not return your email un7l Monday morning. 
 
Objec0ves 

• Define News & Journalism 
• Newsworthiness 
• AP Style 
• Inverted Pyramid 
• Iden)fying Sources 
• Conduc)ng Interviews 
• Objec)vity, Transparency & Credibility 
• Fact Checking 
• News Distribu)on 

 
Class Descrip0on: News wri)ng is a cri)cal skill for aspiring journalists, focusing on the ability to 
convey informa)on clearly and concisely while adhering to ethical standards. According to the 
Texas Higher Educa)on Coordina)ng Board and the Society of Professional Journalists, 
objec)ves for effec)ve news wri)ng include mastering the inverted pyramid structure, where 
the most important informa)on is presented first, followed by suppor)ng details. Addi)onally, 
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journalists must develop strong interviewing techniques, ensure accuracy through thorough 
fact-checking, and maintain objec)vity to provide balanced coverage of events. This founda)on 
not only enhances communica)on skills but also prepares students to navigate the fast-paced 
world of journalism with integrity and professionalism. 
 
 
A>endance: This is an in-person class and afendance is mandatory. The par)cipa)on grade in 
this class will come from student afendance and par)cipa)on in class discussions. Students will 
be allowed two unexcused absences without the absences affec)ng the student’s par)cipa)on 
grade. 
 
An excused absence includes an absence for a posi7ve case of Covid-19, following the criteria 
outlined by the college, the death of an immediate family member, with proof provided by either 
an obituary or memorial no7ce with service dates and 7mes, or any other emergency that is at 
the discre7on of the instructor to grant an excused absence).  
 
Access: Students will be required to access Blackboard weekly to complete discussions and 
journal entries; thus, students should ensure they have adequate access to internet and/or a 
computer or smartphone to complete the assignments. If you do not have reliable access to the 
internet or the online materials, you will need to set a )me to meet with me so we can discuss 
alternate ways for you to access the class. 
 
Grading: The grades in this class will comprise totals for AP Style Quizzes, Discussions and/or 
Journal Entries, Wri)ng Assignments, and a Final Project. 
 
AP Style Quizzes: 5 @ 10 points/each: 50 points 
Discussions: 4 @ 25 points/each: 100 points 
News Wri)ng Assignments: 3 @ 150 points/each: 450 points 
Final Project: 250 points 
Par)cipa)on: 150 points 
Total: 1000 points 
 
A: 900-1000 points 
B: 800-899 points 
C: 700-799 points 
D: 600-699 points 
F: 599 points or less 

https://www.southplainscollege.edu/emergency/covid19-faq.php
https://www.southplainscollege.edu/emergency/covid19-faq.php


 
Phase 1: What is journalism? What is news? 
January 13 – February 5 

• Define journalism 
• Define news 
• News worthiness 
• Inverted pyramid 
• 5Ws and the H 
• AP Style 
• Sources, Interviews, Wri)ng 

 
 
Phase 2: Finding a story & Iden0fying sources 
February 10 – March 5 

• Who’s you’re audience? 
• What’s important to them? 
• What’s impaclul to them? 
• What’s relevant to them? 
• Who are credible sources? 
• What type of sources add a human element? 
• How do you pitch a news story? 

 
 
Phase 3: In-depth & inves0ga0ve journalism 
March 10 – April 2 

• How does journalism make an impact? 
• What types of stories mafer to people? 
• How do you uncover facts? 
• Follow the money 
• On the record versus background versus off the record 
• Do you publish? 
• Spotlight 

 
Final Phase: Pulling it all together 
April 7 – May 2 
 
This phase will assess a student’s abili)es to master all of the objec)ves of news wri)ng in 
producing a final project. 
 
 
This schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. Any changes will 
be communicated to the student in class and via Blackboard.  
  



Intellectual Exchange Statement  
In South Plains College courses, the instructor will establish and support an environment that 
values and nurtures individual and group difference and encourages engagement and 
interac)on. Understanding and respec)ng mul)ple experiences and perspec)ves will serve to 
challenge and s)mulate all of us to learn about others, about the larger world and about 
ourselves. By promo)ng intellectual exchange, we will not only mirror society as it is, but also 
model society as it should and can be.  

  
 

Disabilities Statement  
Students with disabili)es, including but not limited to physical, psychiatric, or learning 
disabili)es, who wish to request accommoda)ons in this class should no)fy the Disability 
Services Office early in the semester so that the appropriate arrangements may be made. In 
accordance with federal law, a student reques)ng accommoda)ons must provide acceptable 
documenta)on of his/her disability to the Disability Services Office. For more informa)on, 
call or visit the Disability Services Office at Levelland (Student Health & Wellness Office) 806-
716- 2577, Lubbock Centers (located at the Lubbock Downtown Center) 806-716-4675, or 
Plainview Center (Main Office) 806-716-4302.  

  
 

Non-Discrimination Statement  
South Plains College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na)onal origin, sex, 
disability or age in its programs and ac)vi)es. The following person has been designated to 
handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimina)on policies: Vice President for Student Affairs, 
South Plains College, 1401 College Avenue, Box 5, Levelland, TX 79336. Phone number 806- 
716-2360.  

  
 

Title IX Pregnancy Accommodations Statement  
If you are pregnant, or have given birth within six months, under Title IX you have a right to 
reasonable accommoda)ons to help con)nue your educa)on. To ac)vate accommoda)ons 
you must submit a Title IX pregnancy accommoda)ons request, along with specific medical 
documenta)on, to the Health and Wellness Center. Once approved, no)fica)on will be sent 
to the student and instructors. It is the student’s responsibility to work with the instructor to 
arrange accommoda)ons. Contact the Health and Wellness Center at 806-716-2529 or email 
dburleson@southplainscollege.edu for assistance.  
CARE (Campus Assessment, Response, and Evalua)on)  
Team  
South Plains College is commifed to ensuring the safety, health, and well-being of its students 
and community. To support its campus community SPC has a CARE Team. This is a dedicated 
group of campus professionals responsible for assessing and responding to students who could 
benefit from academic, emo)onal, or psychological support, as well as those presen)ng risk to 
the health or safety of the community. If you see someone experiencing challenges, appearing 



distressed, posing a threat to their safety or someone else’s safety, or causing a significant 
disrup)on to the SPC community, please submit a CARE Team referral. You may also submit a 
referral for yourself if you would like addi)onal support. NOTE: In cases where a person’s 
behavior poses an imminent threat to you or another, contact 911.  

  
 

Campus Concealed Carry Statement  
Texas Government Code 411.2031, et al. authorizes the carrying of a concealed handgun in 
South Plains College buildings only by persons who have been issued and are in possession of 
a Texas License to Carry a Handgun. Qualified law enforcement officers or those who are 
otherwise authorized to carry a concealed handgun in the State of Texas are also permifed to 
do so. Pursuant to Penal Code (PC) 46.035 and South Plains College policy, license holders may 
not carry a concealed handgun in restricted loca)ons. For a list of loca)ons and Frequently 
Asked Ques)ons, please refer to the Campus Carry page at: 
hfp://www.southplainscollege.edu/campuscarry.php  

  
Pursuant to PC 46.035, the open carrying of handguns is prohibited on all South Plains 
College campuses. Report viola)ons to the College Police Department at 806-716-2396 or 9-
1-1.  

  
 

Cheating & Plagiarism   
  
Dishonesty of any kind on examina)ons or on wrifen assignments, illegal possession of 
examina)ons, the use of unauthorized notes during an examina)on, obtaining informa)on 
during an examina)on from the textbook or from the examina)on paper of another student, 
assis)ng others to cheat, altera)on of grade records, illegal entry or unauthorized presence in 
an office are examples of chea)ng.  
Complete honesty is required of the student in the presenta)on of any and all phases of 
course work. This applies to quizzes of whatever length, as well as to final examina)ons, to 
daily reports and to term papers.   
Offering the work of another as one’s own, without proper acknowledgment, is plagiarism; 
therefore, any student who fails to give credit for quota)ons or essen)ally iden)cal 
expression of material taken from books, encyclopedias, magazines and other reference 
works, or from the themes, reports or other wri)ngs of fellow student, is guilty of plagiarism.  

Artificial Intelligence  
  
The use of any ar)ficial intelligence to help in the wri)ng or comple)on of any projects for 
this class will result in an automa)c zero for the assignment and referral to the Dean of 
Students for further ac)on.  
  
Ar)ficial intelligence is a tool that used throughout many industries and businesses; 
however, this is a class to teach you how to create and understand adver)sing and 
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adver)sing campaigns. Any outside assistance from other students or unauthorized sources 
is strictly forbidden for any class assignments.  
  
AI applica)ons such as ChatGPT, OpenAI, Bard, Grammarly, WordTune and others are 
advanced language models designed to aid and engage in meaningful conversa)ons, as well 
as, generate and revise content. AI is intended to supplement learning, s)mulate cri)cal 
thinking, and enhance academic discourse. However, its use comes with certain 
responsibili)es.  
  
· Academic Integrity:  
Using AI to generate academic work, including essays, reports, or assignments, without 
proper afribu)on is a viola)on of SPC academic integrity policies. Plagiarism undermines 
the learning process and is strictly prohibited. Students must ensure that their work reflects 
their own ideas, research, synthesis, and analysis and appropriately cites all sources, 
including AI.  
· Collaboration and Consultation:  
While AI can be a valuable resource, it is essen)al to strike a balance between seeking 
assistance and maintaining personal responsibility. Collabora)on with peers, consul)ng 
instructors, and u)lizing other approved learning resources should be priori)zed. 
Overreliance on AI for solu)ons without ac)vely engaging in the learning process is 
discouraged and can be grounds for academic integrity viola)ons. U)lizing AI as a tool for 
brainstorming or research is allowed but the wri)ng should be the student’s own work and 
thoughts.  
· Critical Thinking and Originality:  
AI usage can provide sugges)ons and informa)on, but it is essen)al to cri)cally evaluate the 
responses and exercise independent thought. Relying solely on AI for answers deprives 
students of the opportunity to develop their analy)cal and problem-solving skills. In 
assignments where originality, crea)vity, and independent thinking are valued, AI would be 
detrimental to the student learning process. Cri)cal thinking and originality emphasize the 
importance of independent thinking in all academic endeavors as part of the student’s 
learning experience apart from outside influence and offers the student the opportunity to 
refine their unique, individual voice through academic discourse with other students and 
faculty.  
· Ethical Use and Bias Awareness:  
AI is trained on large amounts of data from the internet, which may include biased or 
inaccurate informa)on. Be mindful of the poten)al for bias and cri)cally evaluate the 
responses provided by AI. Therefore, when using AI, just like with using any other database, 
students must verify that the informa)on is from reliable sources, ques)on any poten)al 
biases, and ensure that the informa)on and sources used in the paper are neutral, peer-
reviewed sources.  
· Responsible Engagement:  
Students should engage with AI in a respeclul and responsible manner and avoid using 
offensive language, discriminatory remarks, or engaging in any form of harassment or 



inappropriate behavior. Students should also uphold the standards of respeclul 
communica)on in addressing both AI and fellow classmates.  
· Compliance with South Plains College Policies:  
Policies regarding the appropriate use of AI in South Plains College courses are set by 
instruc)onal departments and individual instructors. Appropriate use of AI may range from 
strict prohibi)on to assignments they may require the use of AI. Misusing or viola)ng the 
guidelines outlined in this syllabus warning may result in disciplinary ac)on, including 
academic penal)es. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with the specific course 
policies regarding the use of AI and adhere to them throughout the semester.  
   

Remember, AI can be a tool to support your learning in certain courses and assignments, 
but it cannot replace the critical thinking, creativity, and independent work that are 
integral to your overall academic growth  

 


